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Re: Notice of Noncompliance, SC-31206202 

Dear Mr. Dodson: 

FIRST CLASS MAIL 

We received sworn complaint SC-31206202 on June 21, 2012. This complaint does not comply 
with the legal and technical form requirements for a complaint filed with the Texas Ethics Commission. 

The Ethics Commission must reject a complaint if it does not comply with certain form 
requirements. These requirements are meant to guarantee fairness and due process to all persons 
involved. A complaint must allege facts that constitute a violation of a rule adopted by or a law 
administered and enforced by the commission, and that provide sufficient detail to reasonably place the 
respondent on notice of the law violated and the manner and means by which the violation allegedly 
occurred and to afford the respondent a basis on which to prepare a response. Section 12.61 , Ethics 
Commission Rules. Your complaint alleges that the respondent misrepresented his identity in political 
advertising or a campaign communication and represented in political advertising or a campaign 
communication that he held an office that he did not hold . The allegations are apparently based on an 
article in a newspaper that stated that the respondent was "voted into·judicial office." Although the article 
at issue states that "infonnation for this story [was] provided by Ben Smith," the complaint does not 
provide any evidence that the respondent provided the specific language at issue to be used by the 
newspaper, that the respondent actually wrote any part of the article, or that the article was published in 
return for consideration. Therefore, the complaint will not be accepted. 

If you wish to re-file this complaint, please make the indicated changes and mail the revised 
complaint no later than 21 days after the date of this letter. I have enclosed your original complaint, and a 
copy ofthe rules for filing a sworn complaint. You must submit a complete complaint with a new 
affidavit. The sworn complaint form is available at www.ethics.state.tx.us/tec/sworn.html on our 
website. Please read the instructions carefully. If the complaint is properly filed , you will receive a 
"Notice of Compliance" and a summary ofthe next few steps of the sworn complaint procedure. If the 
complaint is not resubmitted by the deadline, you will receive a "Notice ofDismissal." If the resubmitted 
complaint is again insufficient you will receive another ''Notice of Noncompliance." 

Future notices and correspondence will be sent by regular mail, unless the commission is notified 
otherwise. 

Come visit our home page at http://www.ethics.state.bc.us on the Internet. 
(512) 463-5800 • FAX (512) 463-5777 • TDD 1-800-735-2989 

The Texas Ethics Comm1ssaon does not discriminate on the basis of race. color, national orig1n. sex.. rthgion. age or dt.s.abthty in employment or the provision or services 
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Please note that at this stage in the process, Ethics Commission members and staff are required by 
law to keep the complaint and all documents relating to it strictly confidential. However, other persons, 
including the complainant and respondent named in the complaint, are not bound by this confidentiality 
requirement. 

If you have any questions, please contact me at the above address. 

Assistant General Counsel 

HAD:mc 

Enclosures: Complaint (original to complainant, copy to respondent) 
Rules Concerning Sworn Complaints 

c: Mr. Ben Smith 
 

 

FIRST CLASS MAIL 



Texas E1hlcs CorTmiseion P.O. Box 12070 Austin, Texas 78711-2070 {512)_<463-6800 (TOO 1-800-735-2989} 

SWORN COMPLAINT BEFORE THE TEXAS ETHICS COMMISSION 
An Individual must be a resident of the state of Texas to be eligible to file a sworn complaint with the Te~ Ethics 
Commission. The complainant Ia required to attach to the complaint a copy of one of the following documents: 

• complainanrs drivets license or personal Identification c::ertilicate Issued under Chapter 521 
OFF1CE USE ONLY of the Transportation Code, or commercial drtvets li<:ense issued under Chapter 522 of lhe 

Transportation Code; or DodciiiiU'Oir 

• a utlity bill, bank statement, government check. payctleck or other government document that lSC-3lJ (JI;Jfl.~ shows the name and address of the complainant and is dated not more than 30 days before 
the date on which the complaint is filed. 

~ 
Effec:tNe September 1, 2009, an individual may also be eligible to file a sworn complaint with the 
Texas Ethics Commission If the Individual owns real property in the state of Texas. Under this JUN 21 2012 provision, the complainant will be 1'8QUired to attactl to the complaint a copy of a property tax bll, 
notlc:e of appraised value, or other government document that shows the name of the complainant, 

'RiiaEID 
..... _ 

shows the address of the real property in Texas, and identifies the complainant as the owner of the 
real property. 

I. IDENTITY OF COMPLAINANT ;::#" IQ-155? 
1 COMPLAINANT liS liNe> 

£.,~#-.P l" NAME 
• • • • • • 0 . . . . . 0 0 ••••• 0 0 •••• 0 •• • •• • 0 •••••• •• • •••• 0 • • • 0 ••• 0 

HIQOWIE 1.wT SUfFIX 

2)p~~#' 
2 COMPLAINANT Aa:lftUS ~/&UTE~ ~ svn: ZIPCXlDE 

PHYSICAL      ADDRESS 
, .... ......,. .. .._........., ............ CIMy,-....... cocle) 

3 COMPLAINANT AOORESS N'TISUTE IJ; ~ SWE: ZIP<XlOf 
MAILING 
~RESS 

....... ·--~ IFullll-.or_...._-.,.....-g ...... c:ly, -.llliiiiiPcoclel 

~ COMPLAINANT NIV. cooe l'liONe HUioB!R EXT 5 COMPLAINANT 

 TELEPHONE 
  

E- MAIL 
NUMBER ADDRESS 

II. IDENTITY OF RESPONDENT 

6 RESPONDENT 
NAME 

liS I tllfS ti};) 
Je-4 

... 
~ . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • • 0 •••••• . . . . . . . . 0 ••••••• 

NtCI<fWE LAST SU'F1X 

J /1} 11'?·; 
7 RESPONDENT 

POSITION OR ::f'u 01 (,·A L (.A-,o{,· d ,4~ TITLE 

8 RESPONDENT ADORES$ N'r /SUITEr, OTV, &we ZIP CODE 
PHYSICAL    / ADDRESS 

(1'111'-or..._._..,loldlodlnt......,..,,-,_zlp_) 

9 RESPONDENT ADDRESS N'riSUTI!r, ~ STATE: ZIPOOOE 

MAILING 

~RESS ........ ._ .. ~ jfull_«..,......-.,lnc:MIIng ....... cly, .-.-....... 

10 RESPONDENT NIU. CODE I'HOHE NUWIIER EXT 11 RESPONDENT 
'(/I£#HS/Jiri/I~IYI~/~,.~ TELEPHONE 

  
E-MAIL 

NUMBER ADDRESS 
•ICIIOWNI 

GOTOPAGE2 

www.elhlcs.stale.tx.us Revised 11/1712010 



Texas Elhics Commission P.O. Box 12070 Austin, Texas 78711-2070 j_512}_-C63-6800 _@_0 1-aoc>-735-2989) 

Ill. NATURE OF ALLEGED VIOLATION Page2 
Include the apeclflc law( a) or rule( a) alleged to have been violated. The Texas Ethlca Commlaalon has jurlsdlcUon to enforce 
only the foiJowfng laws: (1) nu. 15 of the EJection Code; (2) Chapters 302, 303, 305, 572, 2004 of the GoV't Code; (3) § 334.026 
and t 335.055 of the Local GoV't Code; (4) Subchapter C, Cha~r 159 of the Local Gov't Code, In connection with a county 
Judicial officer who elects to file a financial statement with the commission; (5) § 2162.064 and§ 2155.003 of the Gov't Code; 
(8) § 308.005 of the Gov't Code. 

5 t!EF~ /1,-r~h'/B~ 

-' . 

. ! 
·' I 

ATTACHADDmONAL PAGES AS NEEDED 

- .elhica.atale.tx .us ReWed 1111712010 .. .. 



Texas Ethics Commission P.O. Box 12070 Aultin Texas 78711-2070 (512) 463-5800 (TOO 1~73$.2989) 

IV. STATEMENT OF FACTS Page3 

State the facta conatltuting the alleged vlolatlon(a),lncJudlng the dates on which or the period of time In which the alleged 
vlollltfon(a) occurred. Identify allegations of fact not personally known to the complainant, but alleged on Information and 
belief. Pleaae use almple, corn;Jse, and direct atatementa. 

Se~ h/??C .a.--==:v--r-

ATTACHA~LPAGESASNEEOED 

www.ethlca.atate.IX.us Revised 11117/2010 
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Texas Ethlc8 Commission P.O. Box 12070 Austin, Texas 78711-2070 {512) 463-5800 {TOO 1-800.73&-2989) 

V. LISTING OF DOCUMENTS AND OTHER MATERIALS Page4 

U.t en documents and other mater! all flied with thla c:omplabrt. Additionally, list all other documents and other materials 
that are relevant to this complaint and that are within your knowledge, Including their location, If known. 

Sa-~ /! -JO A J..IA.-.~ .. 

ATTACHADOITJONAL PAGES AS NEEDED 

www.ethlcs.atete.tx.us Revised 1111112010 



Texas Ethics Commission P.O. Box 12070 Austin, Texas 78711-2070 51 463-5800 D 1-S00-73>2989 

VI. AFFIDAVIT PageS 
BASED ON PERSONAL KNOWLEDGE 

(Exeeu~ this affidavit If the acta alleged are within your direct porsonal knowledge.) 

-
AFFIX NOTARY STAMP f SEAL ABOVE 

• complainant 
swear that I am a resident of the state of Texas. I swear that I have knowledge of the 

facts alleged In this complaint and that the information contained in this complaint is 
true and correct · · ···--;; 

(;¢~~-??'e 

day of 

Title of ollioer 

VII. AFFIDAVIT 
BASED ON INFORMATlON AND BELIEF 

(Execute this affidavit If the acts alles~ed are not within your direct penonal knowledge, but are based on reuonablo bollof.) 

AFFIX NOTARY STAMP f SEAL ABOVE 

I. • complainant, 

swear that 1 am a resident ot the state of Texas. I swear that I have reason to believe 

and do beleve that the violation alleged in this complaint has occurred. The source 

of my information and belief is 

SignatUre of Complainant 

Sworn to and subscribed before me. by the said-----------------' this the _____ day of 

---------------· 20 • to certify whiCh, witness my lland and seal of offk:e. 

Tille at olllcer lldminialering oath 

wvtw.ellllcs.state.hc.us Revised 11/1712010 



Candidate Ben Smith violated the following sections of the Election Code: 

Title 15: Election Code section §255.005-Misrepresentation of Identity 

(a) A person commits an offense if, with intent to injure a candidate or influence the result of 
an election, the person misrepresents the person's identity .... " 

On June 2, 2012, two days after the primary election and after the results were made 
public, judicial candidate Ben Smith submitted an article to the Dallas Morning News 
Neighbors Go section stating that be "r~ntly was voted into judicial office at the 3801h 
District Court in Collin County". See No.1 

This is not true. Mr. Smith is in a run-off as he did not receive over 50% of the votes. 

See No. 2- J. Mr. Smith, as a candidate, knew full well when he wrote the article that be 
was not "voted into office". Mr. Smith wrote the article as it says clearly states at the 
conclusion of the article "Infonnation for this story provided by Ben Smith. See No. 1 

He wrote the article with the intent to injure his opponent and to influence the result of an 
upcoming run-off election by misleading voters into believing be was the incumbent 
going into a run-off. He bas violated §255.005 and should be held accountable. 

Title 15: Electitm Code §255.006-M'JSleading Use of OffiCe Title 

(a) A person commits an offense if the person knowing~y enters into a contract or other 
agreement to print, publish, or broadcast political advertising with the intent to 
represent to an ordinary and prudent person that a candidate holds a public office that 
the candidate does not hold at the time the agreement is made. 

Mr. Smith entered into an agreement with the newspaper to print and publish the 
article. He was the author of the article and was printed and published to voters at his 

direction. The voters are the ordinary and prudent person and would believe that he 
did win the Primary when he did not. He is not the Judge and is holding himself out 
as being the elected Judge of the 380th Judicial District Court, which he is not. 

(b) A person commits an offense if the person knowingly represents in a campaign 

communication that a candidate holds a public office that the candidate does not hold 

at the time the representation is made. 

In the article Mr. Smith knowingly represented (two days after the election) in a 

campaign communication that he was voted the Judge of the 380th Judicial District 

Court in Collin County, which he is not At the time he made the representation, be 

1 



was not the Judge and is still not the Judge as he is in a run-off with the run-off 
election scheduled for July 31. 

(c) For pwposes of this section, a person represents that a candidate holds a public 
office that the candidate does not hold if: 

(1) The candidate does not hold the office that the candidates seeks; and 

(2) The political advertising or campaign communication states the public office 
sought but does not include the word 4'for'' in a type size that is at least one-half 
the type size used for the name of the office to clarify that the candidate does not 
hold that office. 

Mr. Smith is not a Judge and in the article he wrote and submitted, he does NOT state he 
is a candidate "for" the 380dl judicial District Court. He clearly states he "was recently voted 
into judicial office". He has violated this section because he does NOT hold the office of 
Judge of the 380th Judicial District Court AND he did not include the word "for'' in his 
campaign communication written by him and published to the public. 

Election Code §255.006 Penaltv 

(e) An offense under this section is a Class A Misdemeanor which under Penal Code 
§ 12.21 , carries a punishment range including up to 1 year in county jail and/or or a 
$4,000 maximum fine. 

Candidate Smith intentionally submitted a campaign article stating he was voted into 
office (Judge) of the 380th Judicial District Court in Collin County with the intent to injure his 
opponent or influence the outcome of the upcoming run-offby gaining an advantage in the 
election by misleading the public into believing he is an incumbent 

He also entered into a contract with ·the paper to publish the article with the intent to 
represent to an ordinary and prudent person that he holds a public office, which he does not. He 
knew he did not hold the office at the time the representation was made. He also did not include 
the word ''for'' Judge as required. 

Voters may believe there is no reason to go back to the polls on July 31 as Mr. Smith was 
already elected the Judge. There is no recourse to the public or to his opponent as the injury and 
damage have been done. 

·oue to his violation of numerous sections of the Election Code, Mr. Smith should be 
found "guilty'" and confined in jail, fined the entire amount for his unethical actions and/or 
removed from the run-offballot entirely. 

2 
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neighborsgo.com 

40UNDER40 

McKinney···· · 
• ; • ' I ., t ' .. .. . 

Lawyer Ben Smith. r~ooiv~ 
community reco~ · 

SUBMin:ED STORY County men and.~e,n ~~·~e~ 
40, will be h&noted J~ 6 llc\ the Hyatt 

. BenSmith,aMclGnneyresldentwhore- Place~ . . · 
cently was voted into judicial office at the "'t's an hOilQl'to b.eael~ fst4<Q Un~ 
380t1i District Cqqrt in Co~ County, has 40 and to. b;e a P,¥t. Qf ~ ~~~~ ,~ . 

been selected for the 2012 said. "Welivein~~nM~i~·- . 
·.·4(), Under 4Q award spon· Ill1Dli.1¥ with ~ ~~ ~1~· ;-.1· 
so~ by the Collin CQJ.mty who: are committed to maki;ng & ~ 
lhuinlu.Prw. · . · m eonm County!' . -I 

Smith most recently 1>\Uing·liis·~.in ~ <;:owny ~-!I' 
serYed·in the Collin County office, Slnith~Qchief(elo rOs-
District Attorney's office as eeutor in the trial diVision, second~ i 

Ben Smith chief of the special prose- . district ~ 8J1d chi.ef a(. the mfl4e.. 
eution division. In Decem- meanor divisiOn. He h.u ttied t, munber of 

ber 20D, he resigned his position to pursue high-profile cues andwuthe~prosecu
the 380th district court judgeship and to tor in Co~ ~ttnty histozy~ ~a con
open his own Jaw practice. v:ietion from ajmy~ amortpphudcase, 

The 40 Under 40 award brings together .. 
a group afmoti~ engaged and dynamic !'~formation fur thi6 mry provided by 
people. Smith, along with 39 other Collin &nSmitlL 

FRIENDS PLAC~ 

No. J 

lml 

il 

• ' ... 't ' 4 • ' . 

-
~- ' .. . ~.=- ... . ·_· ' 1 "'' •• •• • . ~· 

. : 
- ,J • 

.. 
. " ... 

...--_:....--:;-'y;_, 
,_ /t I 
I! 
~ • 

1;,Lii. ~~fJt•rr 
"iOI-;S 

• I ~ 
Photo submitted by t..VNN BERGMAN 

lb• ~-GIIY$ - CJ Starr (from left), Jeff Stachowski and Tyson Faifer 
- will perlol'(n a fundralser at 8 p .m: June 9 at The Vault at the School of 
Rock. 6891 Main St. 

Comedy fundraiser to help 
fight against Crohn's disease 

SUBMITTEP STORY 

,.....l.~\. ftft~ ;_'l:+lft -'~•------ -- --

-. 

and was the winner of the Wendy's 
Clean Comedy Challenge. Lewis has 
--- -- .,_._ ... Z"---·--'-'··- -- ., __ ----

... -----. --- ~-------

-· 
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Collin County Election Results Page 1 of21 

From: eledicnesulls <elecliolnsultloollincountytx.gov> 
To: electioiii'8Sdls ~tytx.gov> 

Subject Coin County Elec:lion Results 
Date:·Tue. May 29, 2.01211:28 pm 

., Election Summary Report 
Republican and Democrat Primary 

Summary For Jurisdiction Wide, All Counters, All 
Races 

Combined Accumulated Totals 

Registered Voters 435397 - Cards Cast 
5490112.61% 

Num. Report Precinct 202 - Num. Reporting 
202100.00% 

President· Dem 

Number of Precincts 
Precincts Reporting 
Vote For 

Oem 
Total 

202 
202 100.0% 

1 
Trnes Counted 
Total Votes 

5676/435397 1.3 % 

Tunes Blank Voted 
Times Over Voted 
Number Of Under Votes 

Darcy G. Richardson 
John Wolfe 
Bob Ely 
Sarack Obama 

-----·-· . ·-·- · ··--

United States Senator- Cern Dem 

Ntmber of Precincts 
Precincts Reporting 
Vote For 

5533 
143 

0 
0 

90 
53 
42 

5348 

Total 
202 

1.63% 
0.96% 
0.76% 

96.66% 

202 100.0% 
1 

Times Counted 
Total Votes 

5676/435397 1.3 % 

Tmes Blank Voted 
Tunes Over Voted 
Number Of Under Votes 

Grady Yarbrough 
Sean Hubbard 
Addie Dainell Allen 
Paul Sadler 

United States Representative, District 4 - Dem Dem 

NlJ. ~ 
---------------------- - - - - -·-

4892 
782 

2 
0 

866 
1033 
1005 
1988 

17.70% 
21 .12% 
20.54% 
40.64% 

II 



collm l.:Ounty J:ilection Results 

Precincts Reporting 
Vote For 
Tunes Counted 
Total Votes 
Times Blank Voted 

1'.-JJ~er Voted 

Page 15of21 

202100.0% 
1 

49225/435397 11.3 % 
27233 
21992 

0 
0 '\f;.: '~~pl~ Of Und~ Votes --------- _____ _ 

.. -- ·····-----------
Robert M. "Bob" Fill 27233100.00% 

Justice, 5th. Court of Appeals District, Place Re 
13- Rep P 

Number of Precincts 
Precincts Reporting 
Vote For 
Times Counted 
TotaJVotes 
Times Blank Voted 
Times Over Voted 
Number Of Under Votes 

Elizabeth Lan Miers 

Total 
202 
202100.0% 

1 
492251435397 11.3 % 

26765 
22460 

0 
0 

26765100.00% 

District Judge, 199th Judicial District· Rep Rep 

Number of Precincts 
Total 
202 
202100.0% 

1 
49225/435397 11.3 % 

34467 

Precincts Reporting 
Vote For 
Times Counted 
Total Votes 
Tunes Blank Voted 
Times Over Voted 
Number Of Under Votes 

14758 
0 
0 

---·------------ ·-·-·· ------...... ··-· . .. ---··--·-------
Angela Tucker 
Bob Dry 

District Judge, 380th Judicial District- Rep Rep 

Number of Precincts 
Precincts Reporting 
Vote For 
Times Counted 
Total Votes 
Tunes Blank Voted 
Times Over Voted 
Number Of Under Votes 

--------

19508 56.60% 
14959 43.40% 

Total 
202 
202100.0% 

1 
49225/435397 11.3 % 

33913 
15304 

8 
0 
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Terri Green 
Jody Johnson 
Chip Jarvis 
Belt Smith 

9679 28.54% 
7472 22.03% 
4600 13.56% 

12162 35.86% 

District Judge, 401~at Judicial District - Rep Rep 

Number of Precincts 
Total 

202 
202100.0% 

1 
49225/435397 11.3 % 

29719 

Precincts Reporting 
Vote For 
Times Counted 
Total Votes 
TtmeS Blank Voted 
Tmes Over Voted 
Number Of Under Votes 

19506 
0 
0 

---·------· . .. - -·-· -----···------ ·· 
Mark R~ 19867 66.85% 
James C. Mosser 9852 33.15% 

District Judge. 416th Judicial District- Rep Rep 

Number of Precincts 
Total 

202 
Prec:iocts Reporting 
Vote For 
Tmes Counted 
Total Votes 
Times Blank Voted 
Times Over Voted 
Number Of Under Votes 

Chris Oldner 

202 100.0% 
1 

49225/435397 11 .3 % 
26529 
22696 

0 
0 

26529100.00% 

Total 
Judge, County_ Court at Law Number 2 -Rep Rep 

Number of Precincts 202 
202100.0% 

1 
49225/435397 11.3 % 

32823 

Precincts Reporting 
Vote For 
Tunes Counted 
Total Votes 
Times Blank Voted 
Times Over Voted 
Number Of Under Votes 

Barnett Walker 
Sharon Ramage 
Gene Sera 

Sheriff- Rep Rep 

------- -- ---- .. -- - -

16400 
2 
0 

14258 43.44% 
11568 35.24% 
6997 21.32% 

Total 

- --- - -

II 
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COUIN -COUNTY · . . ; 

1
Sherift' re-¢1~; Hill wins commissioner race 

t . ·~, .·· .· . ~ · ~ .. . ~· ·. _,: . . .. ·. . . ·. . . 
Smith, Green heM. light . ~ . . . .. ' ~was cpnvi~ of \>ripery County Deputies Association. 
· ff fo fu ~-"!'~no Del)l~e ~d-oth.P:r ~ '1\vo qf~e Green's Hst of endorsements 
mto runp r rmer . ~<ll4~ l~ .th¢5~ ~~ ap ~~~dati!Slunnlpgt~fiD Included the ma,yors ofPrisco, 
Judge Wooten's bench the ~~ qf,~. ~P.uRll~ ~#at appear headed foi a Allen, Pa.r~er, Prosper, New 

primary: will"£,~~· : -lob.~ Hope and CelinL 
ByJEFFREYWEISS CO~~tyS~'l\lrry . ~n~th,a~llinC(>unty Collin County District 
twetsS::=:s.c:om Box "!U. 'fim elec'fed' ~ his · prosee~r for ~eve,n ~ Clerk ~tricia Crigger ~ 

Conln County vo~ re
elected their lOngtime sheriff 
and cast ballots for a couple of 
positions w~ previous oc
cupants lost theil' jobs after 
beins convicted of felonies. 
. Thmout in Col~ County, as 
with most of ~e state, was 

post in i9~."W~. ~ore.tbt:P got a b1t more than a third of fou,nd gu1lty last year of hav-
9Q pel'9el)~·of·the Yotes c,o~~ the votes on Thesday. Terri ing her employees work for 
ed Th~ Box was rollirig to Green, who cited her experi- her re-election campaign on 
an ~ win,. pulling more ence with family law cases, county time. Local attorney 
than twice as my .vote:~ as pull!l(l a bit less than a third of Andrea Stroh Thompson was 
histH<>opponents,.combiiied. fhe.votes, appointed to fill the position 

Untn last Noveril~, · 8)1- . Smith's endorsements in· and was holding a comfort· 
zanne Wooten was the judge eluded the McKinney Police able lead over her lone rival, 
for the 308th District Court. AssoCiation and the Collin· businessman Tim Baker. 

RESULTS 

Thompson's endorsemeJit! 
included nods from the Collin 
County Conservative Repub
licans Club and state Sen. 
Florence Shapiro. 

A tea party favorite took 
the race for ~net 3 on the 
Collin cOunty Conunlsslonet'!l 
Court Chris Hill's slim early 
lead over Ray Eckenrode grew 
as the votes continued to be 
tallied. Hill's endorsements 
included the North Thxns Tha 
Party, Texas Tea Party and the 
Collin County Conservative 
Republicans. 

DALLAS COUNTY COUIIlYCOMMISSIOIB,DlSWCU- 401stDISTIICTJUIWIE-REJIOIIJWI SHERIFf.:.RDtat.JWI ROCKWALL COUNTY 
-I·NomM.Htn.lf,(l)-~ DEMOCRAT _1 Pl'tdfidSiiOrtii!ilOM Pre<iiiCtsreDOrtiR.9:1M COUNTY(OMMISSIONER,PREC1NCT1-

.I 

162nd DISIIIICT JIJDGE ·DEMOCRAT · PiidiKtS rePOitlll9' 94 I 'f ~.RwS<h (I) l9h3f 67S .J W11Dam T ravls 17,185 54~ IW'IJIIOOtl 
Piidiidi i1POritnt: 971 R TWesa. Daniel · 4,465 ' 531 James M~sll' 9,745 m Bennv Parby (I) 11,017 m =.:=~--..P""'rec.,.,liK..,.Is~r@IJOC'=tlilil..,...,.,.: "100i"" 

R ~ Lbter1!r0Ml 21)80 441 R 0ao1t1 ~a~ 2.619 ns coum coou ATlAW .111)6£- Jesse Flores 3,485 US R William Ctdl 1,017 ~~ 
R MllblaMoort 12)12 zss· ~Tf«!!!\Mrlo l,1B7 lSl ~ tAXASSESSOI.(OI.I.ECTOl-191BUCAII R ClrfSMer 9S4 36!1 

BabwCnll 4~9S 91 COiliiY COii1JSSIOIER.DIStiKTS· .. · Pi'idridi "PortM 10M PrecinctS reportliiJ: 1001 Dkk Dtmifll 659 251 
O..WOial 4.108 n DOIOCIAt . · · .R BntttWalbr · 1~017 ~~ Mkhellefrendl 15J67 SlS JUSIICEOfnt£1'£ACE,PRE<INCT4-
TertnGuenaSrttlson JM~ 71 . PiidiidirtJOrttna·lllOs RShlroiR.arnage u;~ 35S MarcMoffltt 14,781 49S REPUBliCAII , . 
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(a) An officer or employee of a state agency or political subdivision may not knowingly use or 
authorize the use of an intemal mail system for the distribution of political advertising. 

(b) Subsection (a) does not apply to: 

(1) the use of an internal mail system to distribute political advertising that is delivered 
to the premises .of a state agency or political subdivision through the United States 
Postal Service; or 

(2) the use of an internal mail system by a state agency or municipality to distribute 
political advertising that is the subject of or related to an investigation, hearing, or other 
official proceeding of the agency or municipality. 

. ,, .. ·• 

(c) A person who violates this section commits an offense. An offense under this section is a Class 
A misdemeanor. 

(d) In this section: 

(1) "Internal mail system" means a system operated by a state agency or political 
subdivision to deliver written documents· to officers or employees of the agency or 
subdivision. 

(2) "State agency" means: 

(A) a department, commission, board, office, or other agency that is in the 
legislative, executive, or judicial branch of state government; 

(B) a university system or an institution of higher education as defined by 
Section 61.003, Education Code; or 

(C) a river authority created under the constitution or a statute of this state. 

§ 255.004. Tme Source of Communication 

(a) A person commits an offense if, with intent to injure a candidate or influence the result of an 
election, the person enters into a contract or other agreement to print, publish, or broadcast political 
advertising that purports to emanate from a source other than its true source. 

(b) A person commits an offense if, with intent to injure a candidate or influence the result of an 
election, the person knowingly represents in a campaign communication that the communication 
emanates from a source other than its true source. 

(c) An offense under this section is a Class A misdemeanor. 

(a) A person commits an offense if, with intent to injure a candidate or influence the result of an 
election, the person misrepresents the person's identity or, if acting or purporting to act as an agent, 
misrepresents the identity of the agent's principal, .in political advertising or a campaign 
communication. 
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TiUe 15, Election Code 

(b) An offense under this section is a Class A misdemeanor. 
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(a) A person commits an offense if the person knowingly enters into a contract or other agreement 
to print, publish, or broadcast political advertising with the intent to represent to an ordinary and 
prudent person that a candidate holds a public office that the candidate does not hold at the time the 
agreement is made. 

(b) A person commits an offense if the person knowingly represents in a campaign communication 
that a candidate holds a public office that the candidate does not hold at the time the representation 
is made. · 

(c) For purposes of this section, a person represents that a candidate holds a public office that the 
candidate does not hold if. 

(1) the candidate does not hold the office that the candidate seeks; and 

(2) the political advertising or campaign communication states the public office sought 
but does not include the word "for" in a type size that is at least one-half the type size 
used for the name of the office to clarify that the candidate does not hold that office. 

(d) A person other than an officeholder commits an offense if the person knowingly uses a 
representation of the state seal in political advertising. 

-~~~~~fii1tmiiir.;~~~ ; ,. ·, · ea~w 
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§ 255.007. Notice Requirement on Political Advertising Signs 

(a) The following notice must be written on each political advertising sign: 

"NOTICE: IT IS A VIOLATION OF STATE LAW (CHAPTERS 392 AND 393, 
TRANSPORTATION CODE), TO PLACE TillS SIGN IN THE RIGHT-OF-WAY 
OF A HIGHWAY." 

(b) A person commits an offense if the person: 

(1) knowingly enters into a contract to print or make a political advertising sign that 
does not contain the notice required by Subsection (a); or 

(2) instructs another person to place a political advertising sign that does not contain 
the notice required by Subsection (a). 

(c) An offense under this section is a Class C misdemeanor. 

(d) It is an exception to the application of Subsection (b) that the political advertising sign was 
printed or made before September 1, 1997, and complied with Subsection (a) as it existed 
immediately before that date. 

(e) In this section, "political advertising sign" means a written form of political advertising designed 
to be seen from a road but does not include a bumper sticker. 




